CAS

75-09-2

Substance name Methylene chloride (also called dichloromethane)

Toxicity

Methylene chloride is classified as a carcinogen by authoritative sources.”** Inhalation exposures in

laboratory animals result in lung and liver cancers and mammary gland tumors.> Methylene chloride is

metabolized to carbon monoxide in mammals.® Because carbon monoxide increases the levels of

carboxyhemoglobin in the blood and is a known reproductive hazard, Reprotext classifies methylene

chlorid

e as a Class A+ reproductive hazard.*

Exposure

Methylene chloride is used as an industrial solvent in paint removers and degreasers, as a carrier solvent

in the textile industry, and as a blowing agent in foam production. It is used in inks and adhesives and in

plastics manufacture, as an extraction solvent for spices and hops, and is used to extract caffeine from

coffee.

123 Methylene chloride is also used in spray shoe polish and water repellent and in wood stains,

varnishes and finishes.” It was detected in 1 of 14 slimy toys tested by the Danish EPA.”
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